THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST 


Strikes. 

Striken are ijuile iiro[*r, only strike right; 

Strike to norae purpose, but not for a fight ; ' 

Strike for your manhood, for honor nail fa mi! : 

Strike right and left till you win a good name : 

Strike for vour freedom from all that ft vile ; 

Strike oil' companions who of tea beguile ; 

.Strike with t lie hammer, the sledjie, and the axe . 

Strike off bad h*bite with burdensome tax , 

Strike "ut unaided, depend on no other ; 

Strike' without gloves, and your foolishness smother ; 

it uke off the fetters of fashion and pride ; 

Strike where 'tis bmtbiT. let wisdom decide; 

Strike a good blow while the iron is Lot ; 

Strike, keep striking, till you hit the riitht spot.— Sal. 


To firo. J. R. Spaeht, Dunkirk. 0. 


BY C. II. RALSnAtJGH. 

Beloved is the loud jksus: All the God- 
born share its a common stock of thoughts, feel- 
ings, resolve*, efforts, sacrifices which set them off 
fi om all the fl» sh-boni, whether among the non- 
proiuet>o> a, or uoutfnal bulievers, R-ltgion is not a 
fancy, norudrtam ; although many who call them- 
selves Christians,are no more than fanciful dreamers. 
To say Lord, Lord, is not synonymous with "I live 
yet not I, hut Christ liveth in me." To be in the 
world is one thing ; to he alive while in it, is some 
thing vastly different. Our world and God's world 
are far from identical. He hfls »u ideal which in 
Christ will some day be real to all the elect. Now 
the world liclh in the Wicked one ; "hut be ot good 
cheer : I have overcome the world." Christ was 
the normal Man, and ail his relation in the flesh, 
radiating to all that lapsed from its original es- 
tate through the instigation of the devil, were ac- 
cordant with the prima! purpose of Jehovah. Em- 
manuel is the epitome of the universe. To see 
Him is to see the Father, and to know both is 
- eternal life. No man cometh to the Father but 
by Me. This demands a complete wrench from 
the flesh life. Bleaped he God that death super- 
venes on bin. Death serves a double purpose. It 
makes redemption possible, ami also symbolizes 
the inner dissolution and recreation ecsentiai to 
our restoration to the diviui likeness and favor. 
This world is only an outlying s|>eek in the vast 
realms of the All-Proprietor, too small to fill the 
aspiration of an immoi lul sonl. Christ came to 
reimpress our normal proportions and relation--. 
Nothing bo effectual iy stops the mouths of the 
vain babblct-s who deny the essential immortality 
of the sou), as the two grand cognate facts that 
human beings ail the world over and through all 
the ages could not be satisfied with anything short of 
God, and that nothing less thin God in the flesh 
sufficed for redemption. The Bible from beginning 
to end recognizes these facts, and bases all its > 
teachings upon them. Christianity is the full sense 
and enjoyment of the soul's capacity and destiny 
in accordance with the eternal periscope of Jeho- 
vah pnrposed in Christ Jesus, Eph. 3:11. Be- 
cause Jesus Christ lived God's ideal of humanity, 
the world knew Him not. Because we "walk even 
as he also walked" the world owns t:s not. If it 
does, we are none of His, 

"O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you" 
may be said of the majority of Christendom, and 
of many in our own fraternity. O how hard to 
break with our very selves. Not the Cosmos but 
the Miciocosm is the field where the individual 
Armageddon must bo fought. The Christminded 
are a little flock, despised even by Christendom ; 
they are the light and salt of the earth ; they do 
not murder each other *or opinions ; they endure all 
things and witness for the cross even unto death, 
and that daily. Their hearts are too closely and 
divinely knit to be rent asunder by honest and 
meek variations of thought, and instead of grow- 
ing apart through carnal conceptions and prefer- 
ences, they are ever growing more and more into 
Jesus and each other. Only the fleshly and selfish 
and sin- bloated are the Achans of Israel. 

To know the Bible well and to know Christ bet- 
ter, makes tie wonderfully divine in wisdom, tem- 
per, and demeanor. God is in the Christian's silence 
no less than in his prayers, ji Teachings, and ver- 
bal testimonies day by day. 

To have the life hid with Christ in God is to 
have in our innermost the (rushing spontaneity of 
the divine incarnation. Things seen and temporal 
are absorbed in, and utilized for things unseen and 


eternal. The purse belong* to God no less thun 
the heart. To withhold it from the demands and 
ministry of the Cross is robbery of God. To 
misuse our sublime, God given, Heaven-and hell- 
reaching reproductive power, is moral uncleanncss 
and rottenness. "Ye are not yoor own." "Pre 
sent your body a living sacrifice, holy, acceptably 
to God." This is the "High Calling of God in 
Christ Jesus." 


Salvation. 


BY 8. A. l.l'.KHV. 

Salvation is ot the Jews, is the language of the 
Savior. The Jews were reprt seuted as the good 
olive tree, and the Gentiles as the wild olive tree. 
Every prof. ssor of the Loid Jesus ought to have 
this knowledge or understanding that salvation is 
of the Jews and the Gentiles have to be grafted 
contrary to nature into ihc good olive tree. We 
should not boast against the branches, but if wo do 
boast we do not bear the root, but the root bears 
us. Neither the German Baptist brethren nor tin- 
Old Order brethren nor any other organization is 
the root of the good olive tree. 

Brethren let us not be wise in our own conceit, 
and become higluninded, and boast as being the 
root of the good olive tree. 

The Apostle says, if the root be holy, so are the 
branches. The brunches are all holy that the root 
of the good olive produces ; but the wild olive tree 
will not produce holy branches, but will have to 
be grafted contrary to nature into the good olive 
tree in order to partake ot the root and fatness 
thereof; mid if we partake of the root, we will bear 
the root; but it the root will have to partake of 
the fatness of us, then the root bears us. 

Brethren, it is a consolation that salvation is 
not of the Old Order brethren nor of the German 
Baptist brethren, but of the Jews; and there is no 
organization that has any legal claim as being the 
rout of the good olive trw, it seems, by the ap- 
pearance of the so called legislative power that 
pretends to be ba^ed on the foundation of the 
council held by the Apostles at Jerusalem. The 
Apostles were Jews inspired and competent to 
determine between the law of Moses, and the 
Gospel, and how much of the law should be im- 
posed upon the Gentiles, and certain men which 
came from Judca to Antioeh, taught the Brethren 
(Gentiles) and said; Except ye be circumcised af- 
ter the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. The 
Church could impose circumcision upon the Jews, 
but not upon the Gentiles. Those that taught the 
Gentiles circumcision, were of' the sect of Phari- 
see. 

We want to remind ouj' good old brethren that 
the day of inspiration is past, and that the council 
at Jerusalem was not intended to make laws, but 
to determine what pari of the law of Moses should 
be imposed upon the Gentiles that believed. 

We will call the minds of our good old breth- 
ren to the council at Jerusalem, and we want them 
to consider and reconsider this matter seriously. 
The Apostles wete no legislative body. The leg- 
islative power belongs to the Lord, and the ex- 
ecutive power to his Son ; and the Apostles never 
added anything to the law. neither did they take 
from it. The Jewish elder of the church could 
impose the whole law n]>on the Jewish converts if 
they saw proper, but not upon the Gontiles. 

If there were any Pharisees at this time and 
would advocate circumcision, there would be no 
need of going to Jerusalem but only reler them to 
the decrees ot the elders or Apostles. 

Now let us all examine ourselves and see it we 
bear the root or if the root of the good olive tree 
bears us. It is to be feared that the good old 
brethren do not bear the root, but they want the 
root to bear them. 

Brethren, remember that we are all branches ta- 
ken from the wild olive tree, and if the wild olive 
will sprout it will produce the same fruit. The 
tame olive tree has no Blump to sprout, but we 
know that if the root is holy, the branches will " be 
holy also. 


the case, was not to tie carried into tffcot without 
great firmness and perseverance. They left be- 
hind thetn, in their native country, a thousand 
objects which the world holds mo»t dear. Despised 
andoutcast, they cametothese'-inhospitablesbore*" 
in sorrow, and weakness, and poverty. They suf- 
fered from want of provisions, from the prevalence 
of wasting sickness, from the stornts and* cold of 
winter, and from the watchful jealousy and hostil- 
ity of savage tribes. Though sincerely and ar- 
dently religious, it can not be denied that thev 
had their seasons of discouragement; and often 
feared and often doubted. But when all without 
was darkness, and even when the inward light 
burned dimly, the high purpose for which they 
once so deliberately and prayerfully formed, re- 
mained unchanged* Could they have endured all 
this if it had not been for their strong and un 
wavering faith in Christ? It we have true hope in 
Christ ; pure and undefiled religion shed abroad 
in our hearts, it will enable us to bear up through 
all. If need be, we could go with John Rogers to 
the burning stake ; go with others to the strong 
jawa , f the raging lion, thnt be waiting to tear our 
body to fragments ; could go to the executioners 
block, there with our neck bared to receive the 
blow, which will end our mortal existence, whisper 
the name of Jesus. We would suffer all this 
rather than denounce our religion. If we have 
such religion as this w„- would rather, if it be 
God's will, spend a shorter time here than have 
our souls lost, forever lost! But the time has 
come when a Christian, in this country does not 
have such trials as these to contend with. They 
are protected by the lawB of the land, and heaven 
smiles her blessings down upon them. After look- 
ing over what others had to endure why can't we 
live mor*i wholly to Jesus ? Can we not leave a 
little more worldly pleasure, a few bad associates 
and Jive more in honor to the cause of Christ ? 
Let us pity the poor sinners who will not give a 
little wordly pleasure in exchange for their 
souls. They do not have. to leave their homes and 
other enjoy menu as the Pilgrim Father's did. 

Poor sinner! all that loving parent*, brothers 
and sisters can do you still unheed the warning 
voice Many are the prayers offered by loving 
friends for you ; many tears are shed over jour 
sad late ; and above all Christ has died for you • 
laid down his life that you and I through his pre- 
cious blood might have eternal life. 

Do you wish to meet those dear friends that 
have gone home to Heaven ? Those that have so 
often longed to see you preparing for a better 
world. Delay no longer; disappoint no others; but 
turn from your ways, and bo welcomed by 
loving brothers and sisters into God's family 
which causes angels to rejoice. 

Seek pure and undefiled religion, that gives 
sweetest pleasures while we live, comfort in the 
hour of death, and hopes of meeting in that Heav- 
enly Canaan, our dear, dear friends who have 
left this world of care and gone to that Glory 
W orld.— Aleppo, Pa. 


Religion. 


BY MARY A. MURRAY. 

Are we true to our religion ? Have we got true 
religion in our hearts that is able to render us 
happy through life? That can give us higher 
hopes even when every thing is dark and gloomy 
with trials and disappointments ? When we see 
persons enduring trials such as the first settlers of 
America did, we see pure religion peeping out 
among their various difficulties. 

Tbeir simple object was to find a home some- 
where where they could live in the full and free 
exercise and enjoyment of their religion. And 
this an object which, under the circumstances of 


Stepping stones to Success. 

Learn your business thoroughly. 

Keep at one thing — in no wise change. 

Always be in haste, but never in a hurry. 

Observe system in all you do and undertake 

Whatever is worth doing at all is worth doing 
well. ° 

One to day is worth (wo to-morrows. 
Be self-reliant; do not take too much advice 
but rather depend on yourself. 

Never fail to keep your appointment*, nor to be 
punctual to the minute. 

Never be idle, but keep your hfnds or mind use- 
fully employed except while sleeping. 

Use charity to all ; be ever generous in thought 
and deed— help others along life's thorny path 

Make no haste to be rich ; remember that small 
and steady gains give competency and tranquil itv 
of mind. 

He that ascends a ladder must take the lowest 
round. All who are above were once below. 

Think all you speak ; but spesk not all you th Ink ; 
Thoughts are your own ; your words are so no more— 
Where Wisdom steers, wind cauuot make you sink; 
Lips never err when she does keep the door.— Hil. ' 


Strength must be found in thought or it will never 
be found in the words. Big sounding words, with 
out thought corresponding, are effort without 
effect. 

Sometimes the "heaviest wheat of all" may 
spring up from seeds dropped in an accidental way. 
What a motive to the maintenance of personal 
holiness! The accidental if a shadow of the in- 
tentional. Influence is the exhalation of charac- 
ter,— W. M. Taylor, 


